Mourners gather to remember slain Dallas cop 
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Members of the Cranston police and fire departments enter Memorial Funeral Home in Newport on Sunday to pay their respects to Dallas Patrol Officer Brian Jackson, a graduate of Portsmouth High School who was fatally shot last week. The service included a police procession and a public visitation period. (Megan Rathfon/Daily News staff) 
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DALLAS (AP) - Nearly a thousand mourners gathered Friday to remember a Dallas police officer who authorities say was shot to death by a suspect he was chasing.

"Brian Jackson came to Dallas five years ago from Rhode Island ... to make Dallas a safer city," said Craig Merkel, Dallas' police chaplain. "Dallas needs more Yankees like him." 

Jackson, 28, a nearly five-year veteran, died Nov. 13 from a gunshot wound. He was the 76th Dallas officer to die in the line of duty and the first shot to death since November 2001.

The man accused in his death, 28-year-old Juan Lizcano, is charged with capital murder and aggravated assault.

Jackson was assigned to central patrol after graduating from the academy. He eventually became a liaison to the gang unit and also served as a student resource officer at Lake Highlands Junior High School.

Before the service at Highland Oaks Church of Christ in Lake Highlands, officers lined up in the parking lot and then filed into the church. A lone bagpiper played as the slain officer's widow, JoAnn DeMello Jackson, was escorted to her seat.

Mourners laughed and cried as Jackson's friends offered tributes.

"A lot of people will remember him as an officer, but his first love was to his wife and family," said Senior Cpl. Eric Knight, Jackson's former partner.

Following the service, police officers lined up outside as the flag-draped casket was brought out.

About 180 Dallas officers will fly to Rhode Island today to attend Jackson's funeral at the Naval War College in Newport. 

 

