Brian Jackson: A good man gone too soon 

	
	

	[image: image1.png]



	 

	[image: image2.png]



	


Earlier this year, Dallas Patrol Officer Brian H. Jackson was one of thousands of police officers who gathered in Providence to mourn Providence Detective Sgt. James Allen, who was shot and killed by a suspect he was questioning.

On Monday, Jackson was laid to rest as thousands of his colleagues from around Rhode Island and as far as Dallas paid their respects. Jackson, 28, was shot and killed last week by a suspect he was chasing. 

The haunting similarity is not lost on those who knew Jackson, a Portsmouth High School graduate and former Middletown resident.

"Brian spent a majority of his time in high school in Rhode Island and he felt compelled to pay his respects to Detective Allen," Newport Patrol Officer Ryan G. Duffy said about Jackson's decision to attend Allen's funeral in April with members of the Newport Police Department.

"Brian was literally all heart," Duffy said, "and for him to make that sacrifice, too, after recognizing someone for doing the same ... the irony of that is powerful."

Jackson was an Eagle Scout and a member of the Sea Cadet program at Portsmouth High. He touched not only those living and working in Newport County and Dallas, but the community at the University of Rhode Island, where he had served on the volunteer ambulance corps. He married his wife, JoAnn, in August at URI.

Friends and neighbors describe Jackson as calm, cool and collected - and civic-minded, kind and giving.

Professionally, Jackson was assigned to central patrol after graduation from the police academy, eventually becoming a liaison to the gang unit and serving as a student resource office at a junior high school. He was shot while responding to a domestic disturbance call early on a Sunday morning, as his shift was about to end.

At just 28, Jackson certainly had much more to offer the world. His untimely loss reminds us of the frailty of life - and the dangers law enforcement officials face in their jobs every day.

We are heartened by outpouring of support shown in Dallas and in Newport, where a funeral service was held Monday at the Naval War College. Clearly, Jackson will not be forgotten. We hope his family can find some comfort in knowing that.

Nearly a thousand mourners gathered Friday in Texas to remember Jackson, who "came to Dallas five years ago from Rhode Island ... to make Dallas a safer city," according to Craig Merkel, Dallas' police chaplain. "Dallas needs more Yankees like him."

We all do.
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